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Music and 
presentations raise 
awareness of 
worldwide injustice 


BY RICH GREYDANUS 

Live Justice, an awareness event 
featuring contemporary by 
Christian bands several 

presentations, staged 
at Redeemer on Friday, October 
17. Hosted by the Ontario Student 
Solidarity Local (OSSL), the event 
included.a concert by Annie Quick 
and Bill Mallonee, few 
speakers who informed students of 
current issues and problems faced 
by Christians, as well as how they 
might further involve themselves in 
the pursuit of justice 


music 
two and 


short was 


and a 


As the evening began, students 
were greeted by the soundtrack of 
the movie The Bueno Vista Social Club 
This selection set the tone for a night 
that was intended to raise awareness 
of the plight of leaders of a Christian 


Annie Quick shared her urban-influenced, heavy rock. 


trade union in Cuba now imprisoned 
for their efforts to begin a nation- 
wide trade union. 

Jaime Macintosh, a representative 
of International Justice Mission 
(IJM), was the Master of Ceremonies. 
After a brief introduction by Brian 
Dijkema, the president of the OSSL 
and leader of the Redeemer chapter 
of that organization, Jamie wasted 
no time introducing the night's first 


speakers. 

Kirstin and Rob ‘Vander 
Giessen-Reitsma gave a_ short 
presentation introducing their 


work. They are the people behind 
cultureisnotoptional.com, “cino for 
and _catapultmagazine.com, 
both web publications addressing a 
Christian encounter with the wider 
culture we find ourselves in. They 
spoke on the need for Christians 
to engage culture, as opposed to 
creating a counter-culture. Where 
can Christians find their place in 
culture? Frederick Beuchner was 
quoted saying: “Where the deepest 
gladness and the world’s deepest 
need meet, there is your vocation.” 
The first band then 
introduced. Out of York, 


short, 


was 


New 
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Bill Mallonee’s fol 


Annie Quick brétight 
called the urban-i 
rock sounds of ree-piece band. 
Accompanying ie’s vocals and 
electric guitar wel@ a bass guitarist 
and a drummer. Th€ crowd of about 
140 people, incl 
Redeemer student 
unresponsive. \} 
students brougfit hem out of their 
seats, and the * id appreciated this 
gesture. A 

Redeemer’s auditorium doesn’t 
really seem the proper venue for this 
type of performance. Annie herself 
commented on how she wasn’t used 
to performing before a room full of 
seats. Any students who left their 
seats found themselves standing in 
only a few feet Of space in front of 
the stage. 

Gideon Strauss, who has been a 
part-time instrictor at Redeemer, 
then took the stage and spoke about 
the Cuban crisis, Protest cards calling 
for the release of the Christian trade 
union leaders, Which are to be given 
to the Cuban Embassy in Ottawa, 
were handed out during a_ short 
intermission, 

Jaime Macintosh took the stage 
again and spokeon IJM’s involvement 


what. she 
enced, heavier 


Ragey/. 


: : - 
tinged ntusic and introspective lyrics entertained and relaxed the small crowd. 


with freeing people from slavery in 
third world countries. IJM works 
with professionals from Western 
nations, lawyers, policemen, etc., and 
sends them overseas to find victims 
of forced labor and the sex trade. 
and to prosecute the proponents 
of these injustices. Jaime shared 
several unsettling statistics: it costs 


“Orly $80 ta buy a Slave today, ands 


over 27 million people live in slavery 
throughout the world. 

Bill Mallonee, the night's final act, 
appeared before a shrinking crowd. 
A few members of the audience left 
during the intermission, leaving about 
110 people. Mallonee and his back-up 
man were far more comfortable with 
the seated audience. He joked about 
needing a cappuccino to complete the 
experience. 

Mallonee, a veteran performer, 
described himself as a songwriter who 
focuses on songs about brokenness 
and getting fixed. His music style 
was a folk-type influenced by the 
country sounds we like to associate 
with Nashville, and he himself 
admitted the connection, Jokingly, he 
referred to the key to country music 
success: “The pants are real tight,” 
he said, “and the shirt’s real shiny. 


MlNourbeSe Philip 


JEN WEENING 
That's the Nashville formula.” But 
more seriously, he thought his music 
searched for an innocence found 
away from urban centres. Mallonee’s 
use of the common theme in country 
hess, contrasted itself with the ) 
Mallonee piayom Pig city New York. | 
just before 11:30. By “that aot =f 
audience ‘had. shruunk—. 4 
tired but grateful souls. * 
Both Annie Quick and Bill 
Mallonee came to Redeemer as 
American bands testing out the 
climate of the Canadian music 
scene for the first time. OSSL was 
happy to provide a testing ground 
for them at Redeemer. How does 
a Christian band make a place for 
itself in the wider world of music? 
This is a question I do not propose to 
answer, but I will point you to their 
websites: www.anniequick.com and 
www.billmallonee. where you can 
find their answers. 
The OSSL was pleased with how 
the night turned out. Redeemer 
students are encouraged to watch for 
coming opportunities to participate in 
future functions that seek to establish 
Christ's justice in the world today. 


Bookstore Theft a Continuing Problem 


Losses lower 
recently, but 
students continue to 
pay price 


BY LAURA JOHNSON 


This may be surprising to some, 


since Redeemer students enjoy a 
safe environment overflowing with 
friendly people. However, even at a 
Christian university, crime is present 

bookstore theft is a recent example. 

Each year, the bookstore suffers 
some hefty losses due to book theft 
Lost income reached about $1,500 
last year, which was actually an 
improvement on previous years. In 
some years, as many as 60 books 
have been from 
the average $10 paperbacks to the 
expensive $150 hardcover textbooks. 


stolen, ranging 


In most cases, theft seems to occur 
early in each semester, during the 
store’s busiest days, when students 
are seeking books for their new 
classes.. 


Unfortunately, those who steal 
the books may not realize just how 
their act is. Redeemer 
does not make any profit from the 
textbooks that are sold in the store. 
Textbooks are subsidized by profits 


serious 


earned by other store items, in order 
to be more affordable to students. 
For this reason, when a textbook is 
stolen, the money cannot be made up 
by the sales of other textbooks. This 
costs the bookstore and the university 
a lot of money, and everyone pays for 
The school 
receives less funds, and the store is 


that loss in some sense. 


not able to give students breaks on 
the items they buy due. 

In order to address this problem, 
the bookstore has initiated a bag- 
drop where students or visitors are 
expected to leave their bags before 
entering the store. Redeemer has 
always used an honour system, unlike 
many universities. Students, faculty, 
staff, and visitors are privileged with 
the ability to walk in the store without 
being constantly probed by video 
cameras and security personnel. It 
is extremely unfortunate that this 
privilege is being abused, especially 


in a university that strives to 
pattern itself after Christ’s righteous 
example. Visitof§ may be to blame 
for the book theft; however, this 
seems highly uflikely due to the 
fact that most Of the books being 
stolen are specifieally designated for 
Redeemer’s classes. 

The bookstore is offering a time of 
amnesty for anyéne who has stolen a 
book in the past, If you have stolen a 
book, it is encouraged that you place 
the money to cover the expense of that 
book in the intefeampus mailbox; no 
name required, MO questions asked. 
(Simply addres§ the envelope to 
the Redeemer Campus Bookstore.) 
Remember, God knows the heart 
and He sees evetything that we do. 
He offers forgiveness and will honor 
steps that are taken to make things 
right. 


———— 


What do you think should 
be done about the theft 
issue at Redeemer? Email 


editor@thecrown.ca with your 
thoughts. 


Fall Entreat’ 


Stepping) Out of Your Boat 
Friday, October31.6 Saturday Novembem! »\un Fellowship & Faith » Free 


CHRISTY PATERSON 


Carpenter's Tools leads students in worship at concert in the 

Aud on Tuesday, October 21. CTI Music Ministries supports two full- 
time teams that travel around North America to various schools and 
churches, sharing the gospel through music. Other ministries include 
summer teams, which take part in month-long international tours. 
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Editorial 


not shut up and leave them alone, but 
tackle them — sensitively, but without 
shyness. Let's have such a discussion 
as the Redeemer community: what 
kind of moral standards Redeemer 
should uphold, how such standards 
should be enforced and by whom, 
and how Redeemer should bridge 
cultural gaps and differences of 
opinion. 

Amid rumours of increased 
drug use on campus, together with 
stories of other illicit substances and 
behaviours in our dorms, | started 
asking students and faculty for their 
thoughts on substance abuse and 
behavioural disobedience: what 
have they found, and what should 
be done? Few pointed fingers, but all 
were of the opinion that this kind of 
disobedience does happen, whether 

outside the dorm or not. 
Alcohol and drugs are consumed, 
and premarital sex does occur 
— breaking both Redeemer’s code 
of student conduct and, sometimes, 
Canadian law. Such stumbles in 
the Christian walk are inevitable 
for a fallen people, but the question 
remains: what should be done? 

This is where opinions varied. 
Some students quavered at the 
thought of draconian discipline, 
wherein RAs and HAs team up 
with Student Life to crack down on 
transgressors, making examples of 
those that stumble. This degree of 
enforcement, they say, would tear 
apart the sense of community and 
Christian love that makes Redeemer 

Others wondered why so little is 
currently being done. Everybody 

‘that substance abuse and 

adverse behaviour occurs on 
campus, so who's to blame for the lack 
of action? Maybe the dorm leaders are 
wishy-washy, scared to snitch and 
determined to work out problems 
in-house (often ineffectively). Maybe 
Student Life isn’t harsh enough and 
needs to make students regret their 
mistakes more acutely. 

There was no consensus, then, on 
what approach Redeemer needs to 
take on issues of moral discipline. 
An examination of Student Life’s 
“Statement of Life and Conduct,” 
which every Redeemer student is 
required to sign and obey, makes the 
distinction that “actions of Christians 
within a community are not solely a 
private matter. Accordingly, members 
of the Redeemer community must 
hold their neighbours accountable 
for the implications of their conduct 
when it directly affects the welfare 
of community living.” The code 
goes on to prohibit substance abuse, 
plagiarism, theft and fraud, racism, 
homosexual practice, pornography 
and fornication or co-habitation 
outside of marriage, among other 
things. These are “unacceptable 
practices which students, faculty, 
staff, administrators and members 
of governing bodies of Redeemer 
University College acknowledge as 
being within the jurisdiction of the 
university community.” 

But, hold on a second. Just as 
there’s no consensus on what to do in 
cases of moral transgression, there’s 
not even consensus on what, exactly, 
constitutes transgression. The code 
includes on its list of sins a number 
of rather black-and-white evils, about 
which there is little disagreement, 
such as plagiarism, theft, racism, 
violence, harassment and criminality. 
Fine. But it also prohibits substance 
abuse, homosexuality and abortion, 
all of which continue to cause 
considerable stir within the Christian 
community. 

Possibly the underlying problem to 
all of this is that not everybody agrees 
about exactly is wrong, no matter 
what the student code says. It’s true 
that smoking, for instance, has been 
acceptable in the Dutch Reformed 
community for generations, but for 
others, it’s a practice that is shockingly 
evil. Similar discrepancies exist for 
practices such as alcohol consumption 
and even drug use. The idea of an 
on-campus pub has garnered the 


Moral Discipline 


support of large segments of the 
student body and the faculty, but 
others cannot even entertain the idea 
of debate about it. 

Redeemer’s Dean of Students, Fred 
Schat, addressed this issue’s cross- 
cultural difficulty: “The idea of an 
on-campus pub introduces the issue 
of Christian freedom - what is our 
responsibility as Christians; where 
do we draw the line? If it’s going to 
offend our brothers and sisters, we 
shouldn't do it. That’s the reason 
Redeemer has a dry campus.” 

The student code reaches a 
similar bottom line in one of its 
Biblical assumptions and principles. 
While certain actions are expressly 
prohibited by Scripture because they 
are sinful, and others are commended 
because they are good, “there are 
other actions which are matters of 
individual conviction based on a 
given situation. In this latter area, we 
must exercise care so as not to judge 
one another, nor to cause another 
to stumble, nor to cause ourselves 
to fall” (based on Matthew 7:1 and 
Romans 14:1-23). 

So, how should we avoid 
stumbling, individually or 
communally? This relates to a broader 
question about Christian education: 
do Christian schools have a sort of 
morally-protective “bubble” around 
them, keeping the evils of secular 
society away from its maturing 
students? When I asked students 
what they see at Redeemer, replies 
were mixed. Some students said there 
is no bubble: Redeemer students are 
just as vulnerable to the influences 
of the world as anybody else. Others 
said that there is certainly a bubble, 
inside which students are much 
less vulnerable. Some expressed 
appreciation for the opportunity to 
develop and mature as Christians 
while inside a protective shield, while 
others emphatically condemned the 
idea, saying that students should be 
exposed to worldly evil in order to 
grow from it and learn to fight against 
it as Christians. 

When I asked Dean _ Schat 
whether or not Redeemer has a 
bubble, he noted that all universities 
operate from a certain worldview. 
“Redeemer’s worldview is a Christian 
one, so that influences the kind of 
people we will attract. If Christianity 
is a bubble, then Redeemer has one.” 

What kind of effect might this 
Christian bubble have on moral 
discipline at Redeemer? Says Schat, 
“I’m hoping Redeemer has a freedom 
that students can experience, but not 
a laissez-faire freedom... Hopefully we 
can all agree on certain norms and 
standards, on the basics for Christian 
living.” 

This kind of middle ground may 
be paramount for a student body 
of such varied backgrounds to live 
in harmony and Christian unity 
together. As the Dean said, we 
need to give each other space for 
understanding Scripture and how 
it speaks to us, and in this we must 
trust each other in spite of moral 
differences. 

That said, there must still be 
a system in place to uphold the 
standards agreed upon by our 
community. There are safeguarding 
mechanisms in place now, but these 
are reactive, rather than proactive. 
Also, they depend on RAs and HAs 
discussing personal problems at the 
institutional level, which may be too 
much to ask. We must then determine, 
if we can all agree upon and subscribe 
to specific moral standards, what we 
can do to effectively enforce these 
standards, perhaps even stopping 
problems before they start. 

Where do you stand in the debate 
on moral discipline? Do the people 
around you know how you feel, 
and vice versa? The student code 
says that Redeemer “aims to foster 
an atmosphere where challenging, 
probing and stimulating discussions 
may occur in the context of the 
presuppositions and practices that 
foster a mature, biblically-grounded 
faith.” That’s the primary focus of 
The Crown: we want to be a medium 
for open and responsible discussion 
among Redeemer students. Write to 
us with your thoughts — by email 
(editor@thecrown.ca) or though ICM 
-and discuss them with your friends. 
We're a community of intelligent 
believers with lots to say; let’s start 
airing our opinions and interacting 
as we should, 
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Letters to the Editor 


RE: COFEEHOUSE CRITICISM 


Dear Editor, 

When I read the review of 
Coffeehouse by Amyann Faul in the 
September 24 Crown, I was impressed. 
“Finally,” I thought, “someone has the 
courage to actually review it without 
being reduced to sugar-coating bad 
performances and using selective 
journalism, just so no one’s feelings 
get hurt. I knew, however, that 
there would be at least one negative 
response to her journalistic choices. 
I opened up my next issue and there 
it was. 

It is true that “perfection is not a 
requirement” at Coffeehouse, Yet, I 
disagree that a critical review should 
ignore the bad and focus only on the 
good. How is a performer to improve 
if constructive commentary is not 
given? I think we need to realize that 
the author of that review was not 
personally attacking those performers 
who were critiqued. She simply gave 
a respectful, honest response to what 
she experienced. 

We always expect Redeemer 
to be different because “we're 
Christian here.” Does Christian mean 


undiscerning? Does it mean that we 
don’t have info opinions, or that 
if we do, we shouldn't share them 
because they t (gasp) offend 


someone? I am iiballed to think that 
Christianity means “everything is 
good because it’s all from God.” 

If a performer | as the “strength in 
being able to s ' I believe they 
also need to o's e e strength to hear 


the truth about that performance. In 
fact, | believe they deserve to hear the 
truth. I am not a performer, but I am a 
writer. If | write something that needs 
improvement, I want to hear it. I have 
no use for artificial compliments from 
someone who hasn't got the guts 
to tell the truth. For me, telling the 
truth isn’t careless “ripping;” it’s our 
responsibility. 

What I'm getting at is that if a 
review of Coffeehouse isn’t going to 
be real, then it shouldn’t be written 
at all. Manufactured praises for 
undeserving performances would be 
dishonest, irresponsible and, to be 


quite blunt, pointless. 

I suggest we either tell the 
truth (constructively, of course) or 
discontinue Coffeehouse articles 
altogether. 

- Hayley Morgan 
RE: NEW SPEED BUMPS 
Dear Editor, 

I would like the Redeemer 


administration to know that the tuition 
money I work so hard to provide them 
each year should in no way, shape, or 
form go to installing speed bumps 
in the Redeemer laneway. I could 
deal with the rubber bumps by first 
parking lot last year. I was a little 
upset when they installed the concrete 
embodiment of the Rocky Mountains 
there this year. But when they placed 
those two by the Pres. Res. I was 
downright furious. Not only is this 
senseless destruction of automotive 
suspension components, but what 


they don’t seem to realize is that it 
actually encourages people to drive 
faster between the speed bumps. I do 
so out of protest, and will continue to 
do so until they are removed. 

To all other students, I encourage 
you to drive at a reckless speed in 
between the speed bumps, to protest 
this utter nonsense. I will expect one 
of the following actions to be taken: 

1) Whatever money of mine was 
used towards installing the Rock of 
Gibraltar and those rubber humps 
is refunded to me in full via certified 
cheque. 

2) The newest speed bumps 
installed by the Pres. Res. are 
immediately removed. 

3) Bills for any suspension 
parts on my vehicle that require 
replacement will be paid in full by the 
Administration. 

Until this happens, I will continue 
to drive a rapid pace down the 
laneway. Thank you. 

- Jake Belder 


Correction 


In the October 8 Crown, in the 
article regarding Church in the Box, 
Peter Riemersma was identified as 
a graduate of Redeemer, which is 
incorrect, though he has been a 
student here. As well, the article 
may have given the impression 
that Peter is affiliated with Church 
in the Box as a critic, which is also 
incorrect. The Crown apologizes 
for the errors. 


Church in the Box Joins Popular 


at Redeemer and 
beyond 


BY NATALIE ARMSTRONG 
AND KATY DONKERSLOOT 


Gazing across the faces, young 
and old, that pact the Becpenier 


play in creating : 

takes us back to the history of the 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 
(IVCF). IVCF first came to Canada 
with Howard Guinness in 1928. 
After receiving his medical degree, 
Guinness came to Canada in order 
to extend an organization known 
as The Inter-Varsity Fellowship of 
Evangelical Unions. Traveling from 
coast to coast, Guinness challenged 
students on every campus he visited 
to take a greater stand in their 


creating a place for people to gather 
together in Christian fellowship. 
Decades McMaster 


University stood, 
the work Guinne 


a testimony to 
d done under 
By 1989, the 
d established 
service called 
Church in the Rat (hosted by a 
campus bar). Due to growing 
numbers, McMaster organizers 
soon realized that a larger venue 
was necessary. A move to another 
pub, the Downstairs John, became 
the new location and, in turn, 
required a name change: Church at 
the John was born. 

Dr. John Bowen, a former area 
director for IVCF and current 
director of the Institute of 
Evangelism at Wycliffe College in 
Toronto, has spoken at a half dozen 


campus church services in recent 
years. He remembers, “It was not 
unusual for 500 to 600 people to 
come from all over Ontario, many 
of them not Christians but curious 
about God, and feel comfortable in 
a campus pub.” 

With the popularity of Church 
in the John, the idea of a campus 
church became a_— growing 
phenomenon across the country. 
Spin-off churches included Queens’ 
Church at Clarke, McGill’s Church 
at Gerts, Brock’s Church on Tap, 
the University of Manitoba’s 


Unchurch, and Guelph’s Church 
in the Ring. While a few of these 
campus movements have died off 
over the years for one reason or 
another, McMaster’s Church in the 
John has now become Church at 
Quarters and continues to bloom as 


musicians and singers interested 
in starting a monthly service. A 
group gathered to practice under 
the direction of musical coordinator 
Mike Bannerman, and vocal leader 
Renee Brink. This began in the fall 
of 1994, and the group performed 
in its first service, at a Presbyterian 
Church in Stoney Creek, in 
November of 1994. 

By January 1995, the vision of a 
Redeemer contemporary worship 
service grew and the first service 
was held in “The Black Box.” 
According to Sid Ypma, a Redeemer 
student at the time, “approximately 
70 people [were in attendance], and 
everyone was surprised at the early 
number of people.” 

The service included a worship 
and drama team, demonstrating 
some variety in the early stages of 
the team’s vision. As this idea was 
developed, “Church in the Box” 
was born - a monthly worship 
service to gather the Redeemer 
community together for worship as 
fellow believers, but not to replace 
regular Sunday church. 

By 1996, a prayer team had been 
developed, begun by students Scott 
Post and Melita Poelman. By this 
time, Redeemer also required that a 
staff advisor be present. In light of 
this, Shawn Stovell stepped in to fill 
this role, not merely as a bystander, 
but becoming heavily involved in 
the CITB growth process, 


Worship Phenomenon 


Numbers soon outgrew the 
space in “the box,” and after much 
deliberation, the service was moved 
to the main foyer for the 1996-’97 
academic year where it remained 
through the ‘97-’98 academic year. 
At that point, the main foyer could 
not hold the number of students 
attending these services, which 
had grown to over 300. Yet another 
move was made to the auditorium. 
Since the move to the auditorium, 
crowds have grown from 600 to 
what has now become a full house. 

Richard Wikkerink, Redeemer’s 
Registrar and the current 
faculty advisor for CITB, stated, 
“In general, there was much 
enthusiasm to the changes, as it 
signalled growth and that God was 
calling more people to participate in 
this service.” He remembers being 


that 


Cooper, strongly _ believes 
CITB has become an excellent 
representation of Redeemer, and 
has shown that Redeemer can stand 
out in the community, not only as 
an academic leader, but also as a 
spiritual leader. 

Redeemer first-year student 
Fanis Juma believes, “CITB is a time 
of school- and community-building, 
and a great time to worship. I 
think CITB is a great way to draw 
outsiders into Redeemer.” 

Although many Redeemer 
students and members of the 
community have echoed Juma’s 
words, there are a few who are 
uncertain of some aspects of CITB. 
Third-year student Dylon Nofziger 
noted, “Although I love Church 
in the Box, sometimes it can have 
liberal tendencies.” 

For the most part, praise for 
CITB seems to outweigh criticism, 
and with the rapid growth of 
service attendance, the question 
continues to be asked: where can 
we go next? It is already evident 
from the two services held this 
year that space in the auditorium 
is limited and standing room has 
become a necessity. Though an 
expansion may not be required or 
even possible in the near future, 
the history of CITB at Redeemer 
has proven one thing: the sky is the 
limit. 
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Two Voices on CITB 


CITB: The Product of a 


CITB: A Distorted 
Perception of the God 


of Love 


BY DOUG SIKKEMA 


There are two common ideas 
circulating in students’ minds 
concerning the monthly “service” 
held in Redeemer’s auditorium, 
commonly known as Church in the 
Box (CITB). Some students cling to 
the idea that it is indeed a “church” 
service, in the Reformed sense of the 
word. The more conservative of the 
bunch maintain that Church in the 
Box is only a chapel-like worship 
service. What if Church in the Box 
is neither? Well, that is a whole new 
story with its own set of devastating 
consequences. 

The first group of students 
has a distorted or misinformed 
perception of a church service. 
Article 29 of the Belgic Confession 
and Part 6 of Louis Berkhof’s The 
Summary of Christian Doctrine (both 
biblically-based) each give us a solid 
definition of what a church service 
is. The three visible marks of the 
true church, Berkhof writes, are 
that it administers the sacraments, 
exercises church discipline, and 
preaches the Word of God. Article 
29 clarifies that, “these marks 
indicate the true church and not the 
hypocritical sects calling themselves 
churches.” However, CITB does 
not perform the sacraments or 
administer discipline, and I will 
deal with its concept of preaching 
the Word in my next point. Many 
of you may be asking why I should 
expect such aspects of a church from 
an on-campus, monthly service that 
contains no professing members to 
which the former two could apply. 
This is exactly the point I am trying 
to make: CITB is not a real church, 
no matter what name it carries. It is 
not organized and ordered by elders, 
deacons, or a consistent pastor. The 
law of God is rarely, if ever read, 
and neither is any particular creed 
or confession of faith. I believe this 
could be a possibility, but for now 
let’s just agree that this is not our 
present reality. 

OK, so CITB is not a true church 
service; but what are we to think 
concerning its praise songs, prayers, 
offering, drama, and bible-related 
message? Obviously these are what 
constitute a God-centered worship 
service. This second view is what the 
majority of students at Redeemer 
have come to believe. I must admit, 


temple, all within keep silence,” are 
merely idle words, obeyed only by 
conservative extremists. 

CITB usually begins _ lively, 
riling students to serve God with 
rituals such as “the Wave” (as in 
September's CITB). A majority of 
the liturgy deals with the singing of 
praise songs — an excellent way to 
bring glory to God, I wholeheartedly 
agree; yet I believe the lyrics of 
many of these songs contain the 
key to CITB’s distorted conception 
of God: namely that He is holy and 
He is love. Yes, God is love, and 
I am not arguing that; but it is the 
interpretation of this attribute of 
God and its application to worship 
which has me worried. God being 
love does not allow us to imitate his 
voice, or to refer to God as cool or our 
buddy (both of which occurred in 
the drama of September's CITB). In 
short, God being love does not mean 
that God loves all that we attach the 
name worship too, He knows what 
sacrilege and blasphemy are, even 
if we attach the name of “artistic 
interpretation” to it. If some of 
you are unsure of the meaning of 
blasphemy, it is eloquently stated in 
Lord’s Day 36: “that we use the holy 
Name of God not otherwise than 
with fear and reverence, to the end 
that He may be rightly confessed and 
worshipped by us, and be glorified 
in all our words and works.” That 
God is the God of love is indeed 


something we may celebrate, but not 
something that gives us the right to 
any form of celebration, God’s love 
does not ask for our reverence and 
awe, but demands it. 

In my previous argument about 
CITB not being a church service, | 
touched on the issue of the Word 
being preached. Not only does CITB 
miss the mark of being a true church 
service, but this is also an aspect 
that CITB must strengthen for it to 
become a God-glorifying worship. 
Is the Word proclaimed? Yes, a Bible 
text is read and spoken on. Is the 
Word-made-flesh proclaimed -- that 
is to say, Christ and what He means 
for us (which is what this mark of 
the church really means)? I have to 
say “no.” In most CITB cases it is 
not. It is common in CITB for Jesus 
to be portrayed as our personal 
Savior who loves us. This is very 
nice to hear, but the other side of 
this reality is where we stand in all 
of this - as totally depraved sinners 
who do not and cannot deserve such 
love at all on our own. CITB’s type 
of mile-wide and inch-deep message 
has its roots also in this distorted 
perception of God's love. God being 
love does not mean that He saves. 
God's unknowable love includes 
salvation, but it also demands 
reprobation. God's love demands 
that justice be met. CITB does not 
believe in universalism (all mankind 
is saved) to my understanding, but 
its limited perception of God, and its 
complete reluctance to address the 
two-sidedness of God’s love pave a 
dangerous road. 

Is Church in the Box a church 
service? No. Is Church in the Box 
a worship service? Hardly. Further, 
CITB cannot be either of these until 
it recognizes who God is. CITB’s 
washed-up notion of God is a result 
of their compromise between what 
the Word of God says and what 
the world enjoys hearing. People 
today demand to be intellectually 
stimulated without giving effort of 
their mental capacities. Technology 
such as the television, Internet, and 
video games are partly responsible 
for such apathy, but it is nothing 
new and is merely part of our sinful 
nature. When the church buys into 
this and uses any means possible 
to entertain its audience, such as 
spiritual highs, The Simpsons, dirty 
jokes, rock music etc., they are on 
a dangerous pathy ‘This mode of 
self-satisfaction and the pursuit of 
spiritual happiness ‘is the Spirit of 
the Age, more commonly know 
as Satan, warped into 
C.S, Lewis warns Chirk 
problems in his S@ 
In the first letter, Unele Screwtap 
tells Wormwood that the best 
way to deter Christians from the 
truth is not to make them think 
Christianity is wrong, but to stop 
the process of thinking altogether. 
When this has been accomplished, 
as today it almost has, all doctrines 
maintain equal status no matter 
what contradictory ends they may 
arrive at, 

Many of the students I’ve talked 
to about CITB all say the same 
thing in different 
words, “What have 
I gotten out of it?” 
It does not matter 
what you get. We 
have to stop this 
spiritual selfishness 
and ask, “What has 
God gotten out of 
me?” When we can 
honestly answer 
that we have given 
our all to God and 
understand that 
even this is not 
enough for Him, 
we will realize that 
God has given His 
all to us, namely 
His Son. And this 
is what a God of 


stians of sud 
Yewtape Letters. 


Love demands: 
everything, not 
nothing. 


The second Church in the Box service 


Christianity. ; 


Confident, Concrete, and 
Prayerful Vision 


BY SIMON LESIEUR, 
CITB PRAYER LEADER 


“Jesus, all for Jesus.” These were 
the words that opened the first 
Church in the Box (CITB) service of 
the year. 

A few days prior to this first 
service, seven Members of the 
executive team escaped the hectic 
schedule of campus life to a small, 
remote hunting shack by Bartley 
Lake - and believe me, it was 
remote. Equipped with a hefty can 
of bear mace, two oil lanterns, a 
Bible, paper and pens, we worked 
until the wee hours of the morning 
to hammer out the details of what 
will be an exciting year for CITB. 
We looked at it from the inside 
out, from formulating the purpose 
of this powerful ministry and 
discussing the relevance of the name 
Church in the Box, to establishing 
new criteria and guidelines for the 
selection of speakers, to redefining 
and clarifying our roles (James 
Bloemendal and Micah van Dijk 
~ band leaders; Rachel Vant Erve 
— team and worship facilitator; 
Naomi Seagram - drama team 
leader; Christy Paterson — behind 
the scenes chair; Richard Wikkerink 
— staff advisor; myself — prayer team 
leader). 

We started by acknowledging 
that the need to outline the purpose 
of CITB was vital for its effectiveness 
as a ministry. While previous 
executive teams had kept the 
mission statement formulated a few 


years ago, the rapid growth of the 
monthly service and its increasing 
visibility thin the greater 
Christian munity in the area 
required a r, more detailed 
look at ou n. So; what is the 


purpose of CITB? Its primary and 
ultimate reason for it is to glorify 
God; it’s all for Jesus. More precisely, 
CITB is a gathering of Redeemer 
students and of the surrounding 
community, not as students, but 
as children of God. With this 
realization comes the need to 
remain denominationally sensitive, 
by finding common ground that 
will be relevant both to more 
traditional ways of worshipping 
and to more charismatic traditions, 
without compromising the spiritual 
integrity of the service. In our 


auditorium, it is agreat testimony to 
istiaim faith the unity 
r cends minations as 


their ow: wit dancing 


eir might 
up their 
| His | ‘in praise (Psalm 
i knowing 
. powerful God 
is (Psalm 46;10). hope is that 
through the di nt components 
of the service, people will establish, 
explore or strengthen _ their 
commitment to Christ through the 
different ways in Which God reveals 
Himself from one service to another, 
and consequently aet in accordance 
with their faith (see Colossians 1: 
10). oh 

In additioi , our 


the year, October 19. 


CITB would not replace Church, 
but that it would complement 
it. Because our academic life at 
Redeemer is temporary, we hope 
that individuals turn to their home 
churches for a more permanent 
follow-up on different issues raised 
during CITB. Specifically, after 
praying with individuals moved by 
God during the service, members 
of the prayer team redirect them 
towards their circle of friends, but 
more importantly towards their 
home churches to seek help and 
encouragement. 

Does the name “Church in 
the Box” then reflect who we 
are, especially since we have 
made conscious decisions to 
avoid resembling a church? After 
discussing the relevance of the 
name, we concluded that it was 
first and foremost a great testimony 
of God’s incredible faithfulness. 
Within four years, CITB moved 
from the Black Box where it started 
in 1994, to the foyer, and then to 
the auditorium — from seventy to 
nine hundred people within nine 
years — that’s faithfulness! Also, 
the name CITB connects us to the 
growing movement of Christian 
worship within the greater 
university community, with services 
such as Brock’s Church on Tap, 
McMaster’s Church at Quarters 
and Guelph’s Church in the Ring. 
More importantly however, 
looking beyond the conventional 
definition of “church,” we are called 
as Christians to form and build 
relationships with one another. 
CITB offers a rare opportunity 
to come together as one body to 
worship God (see Galatians 6: 
10). Unlike chapel however, CITB 
ties in the broader community, 
drawing in friends, family and 
youth groups from the surrounding 
area. More strikingly, after both the 
September and October services, it 
was incredible to see people come 
together to pray for one another 
(James 5:16a). Clearly then, in the 
same way that “in the Box” is not 
a spiritual metaphor, the focus 
should be placed on the definition 
of “Church” as the “Body of Christ,” 
rather than an_ organizational, 
doctrinal church. 

That being said, we have the 
option of hosting different speakers. 
Taking into account the purposes 
outlined @uring our retreat, the 
executive’ team brainstormed a 


‘tomsix Speakers. One 
fst decisions made was 


of the 

to select @nly those that were 
accountablé to a greater body, such 
as an organization or a church: 


Also, wanting to remain relevant 
to the different worship traditions 
represented in the congregation, 
we selected speakers from different 
Christian backgrounds who would 
be sensitive to denominational 
differences. Overall, the upcoming 
speakers were confidently 
selected for their ability to clearly 
communicate important Christian 
truths and to motivate people 
to put these realities into action, 
according to 
2™ Corinthians 
4:1-6. 

Weeks prior 
to each service, 


the band and 


the drama 
team reflect 
on the people 
who are 
coming into 
the service. 
Through 


meticulous 
and prayerful 
song selection, 
the emphasis 
can then be 
placed on 
certain aspects 
of worship: 
celebration 
of God's 
goodness, 
confession 
JENPAMPLIN of sins, 
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lamentation about the brokenness 
of the world, assurance of God's 
sacrifice for us, reminder of His 
presence, illumination to set our 
hearts right for hearing God’s Word 
and dedication to remind people to 
act upon God’s Word, While these 
elements are all present through 
the service, certain aspects are 
highlighted more than others to 
accompany the over-arching theme. 
Similarly, the drama team enhances 
either the musical worship or the 
message by expressing their hearts 
to God through dramatic worship, 
different from simply “performing.” 
To further break down the wall 
betweerl the congi@gation and 
those facilitating worship, the band- 
leaders explain the role of certain 
songs within the service so that 
everyone iny the, auditorium can 
worship together = not hyping up 
the worship, but Casting a common 
vision. , Meanwhile, \ the prayer 
team, dispersed throughout the 
auditorium, oversees the spiritual 
development of the service by 
praying throughout the 
remaining sensitive to the Holy 
Spirit’s work, and in turn interceding 
for those moved during the service 
(Matthew 18:18-20). 

After our September retreat, 
thankful to return with the bear 
mace unused, we packed up and 
found our way back from the 
wilderness in time for the first 


service, 


for 
service with a confident, concrete 
and prayerful vision for CITB, built 
upon its nine years of existence 
The technical outcome of this 
retreat was communicated to the 
team of forty students involved in 
CITB the following Tuesday, and 
implemented in time for the second 
service on October 19". 

We acknowledge that CITB 
has had its own trials in the past. 
However, instead of remaining 
stagnant and dwelling on these 
faults, we press on to glorify God, 
“forgetting what is behind, and 
straining toward what is ahead” 
(Philippians 3:13b). At the end of 
every month, it all trickles down 
to one thing: all this is for Jesus, 
the glory of God our Father and the 
Spirit. 

If you have any questions or 
comments now or throughout the 
year, we'd love to hear from you: 


citb@redeemer.on.ca 
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October Coffeehouse Short and Sweet 


Brief set manages 
to please audience 


BY TIM DYKSTRA 

Short and sweet, like a grade 
school child at your dorm’s front 
door hocking Caramilk. Only this 
type of short and sweet doesn’t cost 
you three bucks. No, this “short 
and sweet” is a fun, free evening 
of watching Redeemer students 
showcase their talents. While 
the quantity of this Coffeehouse 
wasn’t what many of us are used 
to, the quality definitely met our 
standards. 

The night started out as usual, 
with the gathering of Redeemer 
students and the hush of the crowd 
at the commanding presence of 
Sam Frisk. I don’t know exactly 
what his presence commands for 
other people, but he did command 
an entourage of balloons to fall 
from the sky, though they were a 
bit delayed. Perhaps he is merely a 
foolish mortal. 

Tim Van Alstyne was the host this 
time around and he successfully tied 
the night together by pointing out 
some of the differences between 
Americans and Canadians. While 
we've all pretty much heard 
these comparisons before, there is 
something timelessly funny about 
the little cultural differences. 


The first act of the evening was 
Steve Dykstra who once again 
waxed poetic, this time about the 
post-secondary tradition of dorm 
raiding, banned here at Redeemer. 
Now, I’m no English major, but I 
thought the poem was very well 
written; it included some great 
rhyme, and produced many laughs. 
Following this poetry reading was a 
disclaimer by Sam Frisk, which was 
equally hilarious. 

Next up was the choir of Spanish 
students (with the glaring omission 
of Johanna Dyck) singing a triad of 
songs in, well, Spanish. While they 
were hardly a professional choir, 
and their swaying was out of sync, 
they were fairly entertaining. Some 
of the crowd even joined in. 

The next group, in contrast, was 
the very melodic quartet of Ben 
Goheen, Ian Cubitt, Matt McKenna, 
and Joel Harsevoort, who sang 
“Goodnight My Angel” by Billy Joel. 
They sang this piece wonderfully, 
although it would have been too 
quiet if it weren't for the complete 
silence of the crowd. They were so 
well received that the crowd pleaded 
for an encore. For this they sang a 
magnificent cover of The Chiffons’ 
“One Fine Day.” 

This was followed by Kimber 
Ebels’ bizarre talent of singing with 
her mouth closed. Unfortunately, 


hearing this feat over the sound 
system doesn’t give it the freakish 


Two rock climbing expeditions a 


t Ancaster Heights, led by 


"EILEEN FALLON 


Michael Fallon, have brought Redeemer students close to nature. 


Student Senate Update 


BY EMILY SLOTEGRAAF, 
SECRETARY 


Here is a small update as to what 
has been going on with your Student 
Senate in the last month: 

Senate has poured a lot of effort 
into the modification of our bus 
transportation system. Much 
time and energy has been put into 
planning a system that fulfills 
students’ transport needs. Due to 
cost and scheduling conflicts, we 
decided to go with two companies: 
Hamilton Street Railways (HSR) for 
the daytime service and Attridge 
Transportation for evening bus 
runs. After numerous hours of 
negotiations, Senate is excited to 
report that the Attridge contract 
has been signed and finalized, 
and the HSR contract is nearly 
complete. The discussions over the 
Attridge contract have been worth 
the effort, as Senate and Redeemer’s 
administration worked together to 
negotiate the cost per night service 
down by $30, saving students 
between seven and eight thousand 
dollars, Finally, due to the changes 
in the bus system, a Student Transit 
Committee has been formed to deal 
with student concerns. 

The process of faculty evaluations 
has also begun. These evaluations 
will be occurring throughout the 
school year. We ask students who 


receive evaluation forms to please 
take the time and fill them out; they 
are a great chance for student input 
and feedback. 

In our upcoming meetings, Senate 
will be discussing a possible increase 
in student fees, reviewing Student 
Senate positions, and 
proposing the elimination 
the SRF fee. We want all 
students to stay updated 
and informed, so everyone 
is encouraged to attend our 
weekly meetings, Tuesdays 
at 10:05 p.m. in the board 
room. You can also read our 
minutes and plenty of other 
information at our website, 


www.redeemer,.on.ca/senate. 
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justice it truly deserves. 

Next James Bloemendal and 
Mikey Arce did two songs, “Shirts 
and Gloves” by Dashboard 
Confessional and the worship song 
“Lord Most High” which had most 
of the crowd singing along. Both 
songs were performed well, despite 
a few sound glitches. 

Lastly, the Lovejoys climbed the 
stage to close off the night. The band 
opened with the fast-paced song 
“Bust-a-move,” and moved into 
their own song “I know” and then 
into another Lovejoy original called 
“Endless Devotion,” with a short a 
cappella, and possibly-disrespectful 
(though as a man of girth myself, 
I found it funny) cover of “Fat 
Bottomed Girls.” Finally they went 
into a rousing cover of Great Big 
Sea’s “The Night Pat Murphy Died.” 
While the set was done well and 
the songs were well performed, it 
was a bit lengthy for a setting like 
Coffeehouse, as was seen by the 
general distraction of the crowd. 

Short but generally  well- 
performed, another Coffeehouse has 
come and gone, leaving us to wait for 
the next time we are able to cheer on 
our friends in their display of talent. 
Until then, I will sit here attempting 
to unlock the Caramilk secret. 


October 29, 2003 


Ce] 


cw 
re eeer 


Tim Amor of the Lovejoys putting his heart and soul 


CHRISTY PATERSON 


into his songs at Coffeehouse in October. 


Did You Just Hear a Duck? 


The Outdoors Club 
goes canoeing 


BY JIM FLUIT 


Where were you on the morning of 
Saturday, October 4? Most Redeemer 
students were eating breakfast and 
enjoying the warmth of their dorms. 
At the same time, however, ten 
members of Redeemer’s Outdoors 
Club stood behind the Academic 
Building, getting \pelted by hail, 
praying for safety and fun over the 
weekend ahead. 

We were set to embark on an 
overnight canoe trip down the Grand 
River. After loading up three vehicles 
with gear and campers, we drove to 
a park in Brantford, near the Grand. 
The plan was to leave our cars at the 
park, taking our baggage onto a bus 
that would pick us up at 11 o’clock. 
Waiting for the bus through bursts of 
rain and hail was enough to make our 
otherwise fearless leader —- Kathleen 
Seagram ~ a little nervous, but after 
half an hour we were rolling down 
the highway, warm and dry. 

After a quick stop at Tim’s and 
a thirty-minute drive upriver, we 
spotted a truck with the “Camp 
Shalom” logo pulling a trailer full of 
canoes. Soon, we were paddling down 
the river with two campers and lots 
of luggage in each boat. The hail and 
rain continued on and off throughout 
the day, but having watched the 
weather forecast, we were prepared, 
with plenty of raingear and warm 
clothes. The strange weather 
continued throughout Saturday, but 
Sunday was better; generally clear 
and crisp. 

Being bundled up in winter coats, 
hats and gloves, and carrying in our 
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canoes everything we would be using 
during the trip, we were all very 
conscious that tipping a canoe would 
not be a lot of fun. We became even 
more careful after one of the canoes 
did exactly that. Dave Speicher and 
Carly Smith were soaked to the skin 
and had a lot of wet luggage to deal 
with after hitting a large rock on a 
bad stretch of rapids. Fortunately, 
that was the only tipping on the trip. 
We were fortunate that the water 
level was unusually high. Kathleen, 
who had taken the same route five 
times. before, told us that usually 
more canoes tipped. Bill, the driver 
from Camp Shalom, informed us 
that a girl on a previous trip had 
almost gotten hypothermia after her 
canoe capsized. Our two victims 
managed to avoid hypothermia, but 
Dave did have a cold for a few days 
afterwards. 

In the fall, wildlife abounds 
on the Grand River, particularly 
ducks, geese, and herons. Dave 
found this to be a great excuse for 
practicing his duck call, and he 
lamented that his slingshot had 
gone overboard when his canoe had 
tipped. It’s always interesting how 
outdoors trips bring together both 
the budding environmentalist who 
loves preserving wildlife, and the 
sportsman who loves to hunt the 


same wildlife. Maybe it was a good 
thing that Dave lost his slingshot. The 
harmony between campers on the 
trip would have definitely suffered 
if Canadian geese were being cooked 
for breakfast. 

We set up our tents on a great 
campsite; a grassy bank with a cold 
spring nearby. In the evening, we 
huddled under a tarp while eating 
a dinner of spaghetti, and later did 
devotions together. The next morning, 
the food of choice was oatmeal and 
bannock, which is pancake batter on 
a stick, roasted over the fire. It tasted 
like, well, pancake batter with a bit of 
bark. Lunch ¢onsisted of Squeezable 
honey, squeezable jam, peanut butter, 
and a cinnamon spread on bagels, 
as well as munchies. This gave us 
the energy we needed to tackle the 
challenges on the second day of our 
trip. They included more rapids and 
two portages over dams in the town 
of Paris and again in Brantford. 

When Bill met us near our vehicles 
in Brantford, we were tired but in 
good spirits. I think everyone on the 
trip had a great time, experiencing 
firsthand both the joys and dangers 
of nature, and having a lot of fun 
getting to know each other. Sound 
like fun? New members are always 
welcome! 


Education 
that goes 
where God 


M.Div. 
M.T.S. 
Dip.Min. 
Cert.C.S. 


the world 


M.A. (C.S.) 


Canada's evangelical 
university-based seminary 


cmacdiv 


LEADERSHIP through UNDERSTANDING 


McMaster Divinity College 
(905) 525-9140 ext. 24401 


divinity@mcmaster.ca 


October 29, 2003 


BY DR. DEREK SCHUURMAN 


Computers have become 
ubiquitous - they are not just on 
our desktops anymore. “Embedded 
computers” can be found in 
automobiles, televisions, coffee 
makers, stoves, robots, copiers, 
cell phones, heating controls 
and in a plethora of other “smart 
appliances” that continue to 
surround us. The combination of 
embedded computers with Internet 
technology has produced a new 
breed of smart appliances capable 
of communicating with each other 
and with you. Communication 
networks are appearing in offices, 
automobiles, factories, and homes. 
More recently, wireless networks 
have enabled people to remain 
“wired” wherever they travel, as 
communications networks cover the 
globe. 

Despite the recent growth, the 
development of technology is not 
new. Already in Genesis 4, we 
read of tent-making, establishing 
livestock, building instruments, 
and the forging of tools and metal- 
working. What makes our times 
more challenging is that recent 
developments have been occurring 
at an exponential pace. Most 
computer science students are aware 
of Moore’s law, which states that 
the number of transistors on a chip 
approximately doubles every 18 
months. Since the computer chip 
was invented in 1971, the cost of 
computing has plunged roughly 10 
million-fold. In the words of Michael 
Rothschild, “that’s like being able to 
buy a new Boeing 747 for the price of 
a large pizza.” 

But are all of these changes good? 
Improved communications are 
wonderful, but the ability to contact 
your fridge with your cell phone to 
check the expiration date of your 
baloney does little to make the 
world a better place. In fact, far from 


Bienvenue 


Redeemer’s 
exchange students 
check in from 
France 


BY KIM HULTINK AND HILARY 
GLASBERGEN 


What do Mr. Propre, dogs and cats 
in restaurants, and an abundance of 
bowling shoes have in common? 

Greetings Redeemer campus! For 
those of you who are not aware, 
five of your fellow colleagues are 
currently studying in Paris, France, 
working to complete their B.A.’s 
in French. These five students 
are Alison Sherman (Chambre N 
303), Rana Dreise (Chambre N 
405), Alejandra Ara-Montrichard 
(Chambre N 212), and yours truly, 
Hilary Glasbergen and Kim Hultink 
(Chambre Double N 001). Please see 
the end of this article for email and 
mailing addresses. Even though we 
are studying abroad, we want to stay 
involved in campus life as much as 
possible, and we'd love to share 
some of our experiences with you. 
You must agree that it is important 
to have an appreciation for foreign 
cultures, but humour can always 
be found in the differences between 
other cultures and our own. We 
hope that you enjoy hearing an 
insider’s view of what life in Paris is 
truly like! 

We must have been quite the 
sight upon arrival in our rumpled 
sweatshirts, jeans, and running 
shoes, sporting bedhead and 
morning breath that could stain a 
wall. Even in the days to follow, 
though our personal hygiene 

improved, our lack of street savoir- 
faire amused more than one Parisian. 
If only they knew how their style of 
living never ceases to amuse us! 

One of the main differences that 
we first noticed in daily life was 
the food. The French are known 
for their baguettes, cheese, wine, 
and chocolate. But who would 
have thought that entire aisles at the 
grocery store would be dedicated 
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making the world a better place, 
some technological developments 
have made the world a worse place. 
All creation is groaning (Rom. 8: 
22), and the “thorns and thistles” 
are also evident in computing when 
software “goes off into the weeds.” 
Sometimes hard drives crash and 
sometimes components fail. Some 
have watched helplessly as the 
latest “virus du jour” infects their 
computer before sending itself to 
all the friends listed in their e- 
mail address book. Sometimes 
things don’t work the way they are 
supposed to. This is a result of the 
fall. 

As the pace of change continues 
and we find ourselves increasingly 
surrounded by technology, many 
issues arise. Christians need to have 
their antennae up (the figurative 
kind, not the wireless internet kind) 
and discern how technology is being 
employed. 

Here are “ten technology issues” 
that thoughtful Christians need to 
consider: 


I, RELIABILITY AND SAFETY 

As computers become more 
ubiquitous in our lives, the impact 
of computer bugs becomes greater. 
There is an increasing reliance 
on computers and software for 
air traffic control, traffic lights, 
and medical diagnoses (to name 
a few). Examples abound of the 
consequences of computer failure, 
while our dependence on computers 
continues to increase. There is a 
clear ethical responsibility for those 
developing (and using) systems that 
impact human health and safety. 


Il. HUMANS AND ROBOTIC 
TECHNOLOGY 

What are the implications of 
making machines in our own image? 
What issues arise when humans are 
augmented with robotic technology? 
Some believe such developments 


4 Paris (Part O 


to these items? When grocery 
shopping, we also discovered that 
it is possible to buy many types 
of cereal here, all of which come 
in chocolate flavor. Imagine your 
favorite cereal. Add _ chocolate. 
Presto! It’s that easy! Anew cereal is 
created and is sold alongside many 
other chocolate-infested cereals. 
Just to give you an example of what 
we mean, Special K Chocolate Chunk 
can be found on the shelf next to 
Chocolate Corn Flakes and Chocolate 
Rice Krispies. There is nothing like 
an extra chocolate boost to start your 
day! 

Paris is also known for its “haute 
cuisine.” Despite this, there is a lack 
of understanding with regard to the 
meaning of what North Americans 
like to call “well-done”. Beef is 
generally grilled on the outside and 
not cooked at all on the inside. This 
technique would not be an issue if 
we ordered a hearty piece of steak. 
However, this common cooking 
trend also extends to hamburgers 
and meatballs. Imagine our 
disappointment and disgust when 
we uncovered this cooking secret 
at the local Resto-U (University 
Restaurant). Just for further 
reference, avoid anything that 
may look like chocolate pudding, 
mayonnaise, pureed carrots, vanilla 
mousse, or cauliflower — you will not 
be in for a pleasant surprise. 

The metro system is another 
adventure which any resident of 
Paris needs to experience in order 
to get around. The overwhelming 
stench of body odor can be 
detected as soon as one enters the 
subway car. It is in this small and 
claustrophobic setting that one finds 
a plethora of people from all sorts 
of backgrounds. People feel free to 
gaze, touch, sleep, read — anything 
to kill the monotonous ride. The 
only excitement one may experience 
is the actual getting on and off of 
the subway car. Sometimes there 
are so many people in one car that 
one can only give a lunge when 
the doors begin to close, hoping 
beyond all hope to actually make it 
inside. When the attempt has been 
successful and the doors shut safely, 
and uncomfortable feeling begins 


hold the key to eternal life. Robots 
are certainly useful for tedious 
work or in situations where it is not 
practical or safe for a human to be 
present, but our hope for eternal life 
rests in Christ. 


Ill. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 

Advances in artificial intelligence 
are challenging us with questions 
about what it means to be human. 
Can a computer mimic the human 
brain? What does it mean to be 
made in the image of God? What is 
a soul? These topics are a ripe and 
interesting area in which Christians 
can engage. 


IV. COMPUTER VIRUSES, 
WORMS, AND MALICIOUS 
SOFTWARE — 

This is one area in computing 
where the effects of the fall are 
quite evident. The fall has resulted 
in fallen human beings and fallen 
technology. Viruses, worms, denial 
of service attacks, and various other 
forms of malicious software plague 
our computers. Christian computer 
scientists can show love for our 
neighbours by taking the time to 
develop more robust systems that 
protect users. . 


V. MANAGING UNDESIRABLE 
CONTENT 

Unsolicited commercial e-mail 
(spam), pop-up advertisements, 
and questionable websites which 
range from misleading to offensive 
are increasingly assaulting us as 
we travel the information highway’ 
“Whatever is true, whatever is 
noble, whatever is right, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
admirable — if anything is excellent 


or praise y — think about such 
things.” (Phil. 4:8) 

i 
VI. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 


ISSUES 


Issues included in this category 


to arise. Although one may have 
managed to secure a place in the 
car, the adventure is only beginning. 
The feeling of being wedged in 
like sardines in a can is a security 
feature, and one has no need for a 
support pole. The cramped feeling 
only increases when at the next stop, 
two people exit and another five join 
the crowd. It becomes worse when a 
mother with a buggy or a performer 
with a rather large and awkward 
instrument would like to share the 
limited space. Getting off is also 
quite the feat as now one is pressed 
against the opposite side of the 
subway car, thanks to the many who 
joined intermittently between stops. 
So, while guarding all possessions, 
one has to force ones way through 
the crowd and leap from the car, 
hoping to reach the quay and not 
the wide ravine between the subway 
car and the landing. It’s ironic that 
the air in the actual subway waiting 
area can seem SO stale upon entry 
from outside but smell as fresh 
as mountain air upon exit of the 
subway Car. 

So, in conclusion, we have 
decided that living in Paris is a 
spectator sport, and that the only 
way to survive is to take notes on the 
untaught cultural differences. By 
the way, just for your information, 
Mr. Propre is the French version of 
Mr. Clean. Dogs and cats occupy 
restaurants—even the fancier 
ones—on a fairly regular basis. And 
bowling shoes are Paris’ biggest 
fashion statement—everyone wears 
them, but no actual bowling facilities 
exist! 
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are copyrights and software piracy. 
Many people don’t understand or 
take seriously that the command 
“Thou shalt not steal” extends 
to copying software, music, and 
videos. The intellectual property of 
our neighbour is still property that 
should be respected. 


VIL PRIVACY AND PERSONAL 
INFORMATION 

Many users are oblivious to the 
numerous spyware programs that 
slither into their computer as they 
blissfully surf the web. A constant 
trail of “cookies” is left behind as 
users visit websites. Our debit, 
credit and Air Miles® cards also 
create a visible wake as we go about 
our business. Privacy has even been 
an issue here at Redeemer with the 
concern over personal information 
being published in the BOD book. 
How are we as Christians to respond 
to this? Certainly “rendering unto 
Caesar” some information helps 
those who govern, but what about 
information used by corporations 
to target your weakness with 
advertisements designed to make 
you covet? 


VIII. COMPUTERS AND WORK 
There is no doubt that the 
workplace has changed dramatically 
in recent decades. Many jobs have 
disappeared and many others 
created, and even sustained jobs 
have changed drastically due to 
information technology. Work is 
part of our calling, but what can we 
do to bring “shalom” into a stressful 
and ever-changing working world? 


IX. COMPUTERS AND 
COMMUNITY 
Whathappenstocommunity when 
humans no longer communicate 
face-to-face but through strictly 
electronic means? What of virtual 
communities and “blogs?” Does 
electronic communication increase 
isolation or enhance community? 


X. FAITH IN TECHNOLOGY 

This is a big issue in a time when 
technology has become an idol for 
many. We reject the modern view of 
technicism that trusts in technology 
to solve all our problems and to be 
the saviour of mankind. To place 
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faith in some aspect of the creation, 
rather than the creator, is idolatry 
(Rom 1:24). On the other hand, we 
also reject the postmodern view in 
which technology is viewed with 
only pessimism and despair. 


As Christians, we eagerly take up 
our task, using the latent potential 
for technology within the creation, 
trying our best to make things the 
way they are supposed to be. In 
article 52 of the Christian Reformed 
Church’s contemporary testimony 
“Our world belongs to God,” itis said 
that we are “grateful for advances in 
science and technology, we make 
careful use of their products, on 
guard against idolatry and harmful 
research, and careful to use them in 
ways that answer to God’s demands 
to love our neighbour and to care 
for the earth and it creatures.” Jesus 
came to inaugurate His kingdom 
on earth and we are to work for the 
advancement of His kingdom until 
He comes again. In the words of 
Abraham Kuyper, “There is not 
a square inch on the whole plain 
of human existence over which 
Christ, who is Lord over all, does 
not proclaim: ‘This is Mine!’” Paul 
affirms this when he says that Jesus 
is the “the head over everything” 
(Eph. 1:22). Increasingly, more and 
more “square inches” of the world 
are being influenced by technology. 

The progressive unfolding of 
possibilities in creation are part of the 
cultural mandate. Technology is one 
of the possibilities latent in creation, 
and Christians have a responsibility 
to develop and affirm its tools 
for the coming of the kingdom, 
while opposing the misdirection 
of technology. This means that 
Christians need to be on the forefront 
of these developments, no merely 
using technology, but shaping it. We 
need to be on the crossroads of our 
culture, and increasingly our culture 
is technological. Perhaps the reason 
why technology appears to have 
little Christian presence is because 
there are so few believers who are 
engaging this part of God’s world. 
God is committed to His world, 
and the world needs competent 
Christians willing to serve in this 
part of creation until He comes again 
to make all things new. 


Redeemer Security to Restore 
Former Level of Service 


Primary obstacle 
lack of trained 
guards 


BY TRACY VOORBERG 


Most people count on Redeemer 
Security to be there when they need 
it, but few students take much interest 
in what it does. The exceptions to 
this are the students who work for 
Security and those involved in the 
WalkSafe program. However, two 
months into this school year, some 
students have noticed that there 
seem to be fewer security guards 
on campus. This has caused a fair 
amount of concern, especially among 
students who live in residence. 

As a matter of fact, security patrols 
that used to last until 2 a.m. now run 
only until midnight. Security head 
Ralph Hart assures students that, 
“it was only an interim decision 
in response to a lack of resources; 
namely, fewer students.” That is, 
fewer students who have completed 
the three-day training program 
offered at the end of August, which 
all security guards must complete. 
There was a lower turnout than 
expected at this training session, so 
Mr. Hart made the decision to reduce 
security hours rather than stretch 
a smaller force. He points out, “we 
have 24-hour coverage in that there is 
always someone available to answer 
the security phone.” 

At present, there are only 11 
security guards on campus, 8 of 
whom have completed the training 
program. A _ professional security 
captain, Mr. Cliff Degner, has 
been hired this year to oversee the 
running of security operations; he 


works 28 hours a week in the main 
security office. Mr. Degner worked 
for the Commissionaires, Canada’s 
largest security company, from 
1991 until his retirement in 1999. 
The Commissionaires provides 
employment for former armed forces 
personnel (veterans). When asked 
what he thought of the Redeemer 
security system, he admitted it is 
different than his expectations, but 
adds that “Redeemer is a terrific 
school” and “the students are very 
friendly.” As for the lack of security 
after midnight, “that is being 
changed, effective next week.” 

Beginning with the week of 
October 27" the normal hours are 
being restored, as another former 
Commissionaire, Mr. Tom Brennan, 
was hired and began his training on 
Wednesday. Mr. Brennan stated that 
he is looking forward to working for 
Redeemer Security. 

When asked about how it 
felt to work with students, Mr. 
Degner replied that, “there is some 
frustration, though that comes with 
any job. For the students, education 
comes first, and for me security 
comes first.” He added that this is 
understandable, given the university 
context. 

In the end, however, security is not 
just the job of the security guards. 
“I really believe that if everyone 
is concerned and everyone is on 
the lookout for suspicious activity, 
the need for active patrols will be 
greatly diminished,” says Mr. Hart. 
In other words, security is everyone's 
responsibility, and if the members of 
the Redeemer community look out 
for each other, they have a much 
better chance of keeping this campus 
a safe place, where everyone can feel 
comfortable at any time of the day or 
night. 
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Breaking Down Stigmas about Break Dancing 


Challenging body, 
mind, and public 
opinion 
BY LOUIZANDRE DAUPHIN & 
NATALIE ARMSTRONG 


It’s not about the moves; it’s about 


style. It doesn’t make sense, but it 
doesn’t have to. It surpasses many 
physical and mental limitations. 


Its foundations are very simple, 
but it can be taken to many levels 
of complexity. It catches the 
attention of other people, drawing 
them together. Although it can be 
performed in groups, it is somewhat 
individualistic. The attention, at 
first, may seem negative, but the 
true goal of the expression is entirely 
positive. People are drawn into this 
culture through the curiosity of the 
movements, the style, the flexibility, 
and the originality. What is this 
‘vexing, stylistic’ form we speak of? 
It is the paradox more commonly 
known as break dancing. 

Break dancing is one of the four 
elements of the hip-hop culture, 
along with DJ-ing, MC-ing, and 
graffiti art, not to be confused with 


Break dancing requires agility, flexibility, endurance, 


mindless tagging (i.e. vandalism). All 
of these elements cater to the main 
goal of hip-hop, which is to bring 
communities together. 

Conceived within the  inner- 
cities of the United States, this 
form of expression, which shares 
movements from gymnastics and 
many forms of dance, has weathered 
the storms of time. In the process, it 
has transcended the social classes 
to become a well-recognized, often- 
misunderstood activity. As break 
dancing has evolved over the years, 
its depth and level of organization 
has dramatically increased. 

“Back in tha day” you'd find break- 
dancers wherever they could find 
space free from ridicule. Today, break 
dancing has been elevated to a place 
more prevalent than ever before, 
but break dancers still tend to have 
a difficult time securing a space to 


practice. 
Break dancers have been turned 
away from community centres, 


gymnasiums, and other recreational 
facilities due to a stigma that seems 
to follow them. This stigma is that 
the break dancing crowd promotes 
a gang-mentality, which is a patent 
misconception. Break dancers are 
not around to cause violence; to the 
contrary, the rules in most break 
dancing competitions prohibit 


the body and mind, just like any other athletic endeavour. 


Poet NourbeSe Philip Brings Mother 
Tongue to Redeemer 


Reading includes 
reflections on 
heritage, language, 
and silence 


BY ANNA LENSINK 


At the end of her reading at 
Redeemer, poet M. NourbeSe Philip 
posed a question that she asks 
herself when she writes: “How can 
I put my ego out of commission 
enough for the right poem to write 
itself?” For Philip, the poems that 
write themselves search for a mother 
tongue, give voice to the Caribbean 
demotic spoken on the streets of her 
birth country, and use both silence 
and choral voices as creative tools. 

Marlene NourbeSe Philip was 
born and raised in Tobago, and 
later moved to Canada, where she 
gained a Masters degree as well as 
a law degree. After practicing law 
for seven years, NourbeSe decided 
to focus solely on writing. She has 
published three books of poetry: 
Thorns, Salmon Courage and She Tries 
Her Tongue; Her Silence Softly Breaks. 
She also has to her name two novels, 
several short stories and Harriet’s 
Daughter, a novel for young adults. 
Several of these books are available 
at the Redeemer Campus Bookstore. 

M. NourbeSe Philip has 
established a strong reputation in 


the Canadian poetry scene with her 
unique lyrical voice and demanding 
art form. This accomplishment, 
along with the diversity of styles she 
employs in her writing, has led to 
the position of Writer-in-Residence 
at McMaster University this 
semester. NourbeSe’s presence in 
Hamilton gave Redeemer’s English 
department an opportunity to invite 
her to give a reading, which took 
place in the boardroom on Tuesday, 
October 14. 

Instead of standing behind a 
lectern at the front of the room, 
NourbeSe pulled up a chair in the 
middle of her audience and began 
her reading by explaining how 
two of her passions relate to each 
other: “Law shares something with 
poetry- a precision in language. 
Law prepared me for poetry, and 
it continues to influence me in my 
poetry and essay writing”. Being 
meticulous with language is a skill 
that Philip continues to nurture in 
her work, shown by the imagery and 
wording at the end of “Discourse on 
the Logic of Language”: 

Air is forced out of the lungs up 
the throat to the larynx where it 
causes the vocal cords to vibrate and 
create sound. The metamorphosis 


from sound to intelligible word 
requires 
(a) the lip, tongue and jaw all 


working, together 


(b) the mother tongue 
(c) the overseer’s whip 
(d) all of the above or none. 


balance, and coordination. 


physical contaet of any kind. They 
continue to break this misconception 
by promoting a clean and healthy 
lifestyle. 

In reality, break dancing is a 
physically demanding activity that 
requires agility, flexibility, endurance, 
balance, and coordination. It 
challenges the body and mind, just 
like any other athletic endeavour. 
Within gymnastics, dance, or even 
figure skating competitions, the 
judging criteria has many aspects by 
which teams are evaluated, Similarly, 
break dancing competitions use a 
type of judging criteria in order to 
evaluate each team of dancers. 

“Battles,” the team-on-team 
competitions, are judged on routines, 
including what the crews bring to 
the floor, the fesponse (which is 
how the crew reacts to the opposing 
team’s routine), §trategy, attitude, 
and voluntary contact (the less, the 
better). 

To put into pergpective just how 
far break dancing has transcended the 
globe: on October 25, in Braunschweig, 
Germany, the Thirteenth Annual 
Battle of the Year was staged, with 
16 teams from around the world 
competing for the title of the 
world’s best break dancing crew. 
Organized by members of the hip- 
hop community, the event attracted 


It challenges LOUIZANDRE DAUPHIN 


Nourbese’s interests in law and 
poetry may have grown out of 
her awareness of (b) and (c). The 
affects of British colonization on her 
country are most clearly expressed 
in NourbeSe’s search for her mother 
tongue. As she tells her audience, 
she “fashioned a tongue two times 
split -- mastered a father tongue but 
never had a mother tongue”. In her 
search for a mother tongue, Philip 
“messes with the lyric’, allows 
blank space and gilence to speak 
and does not give oné poetic voice 
more authority over another. In the 
reading of “Discourse On the Logic 
of Language”, NourbeSe solicited 
members of the audience to take on 
different voices in the poem, and to 
read the main voice together, making 
the poem a chorale, 

After reading from her poetry and 
prose, NourbeSe answered a shower 
of questions from the roomful of 
listeners with grace and humour. 
One question elicited this response 
from NourbeSe: “I continue to write 
poetry because | have to. This is the 
world of fiction. A lot of fiction is 
background noise, and it doesn’t 
call forth attention like poetry does”. 
M. NourbeSe Philip broke through 
all the many types background 
noise. Through her poetry reading, 
she called Redeemer students to 
be aware of languagé, the mother 
tongue of oppressed peoples, and 
the voice of written word or silence. 


an audience of approximately 
10,000 spectators, who were able to 
experience all aspects of this culture, 
The event was highlighted with a 
street art showcase consisting of 
more than 180 m? of graffiti, an MC 
showcase, a DJ showcase, and the 
main event, the break dancing battles. 
With endorsements from Volkswagen, 
Adidas, Puma, Tribal Gear, Dr. Pepper, 
South Pole, Backspin Magazine, and 
Viva TV, break dancing is continuing 
to become a more marketable art form 
while still maintaining its community 
building aspect. 

If you have yet to experience the 


community aspect and creativity of 
this growing scene, the Hamilton area 
offers many opportunities for one to 
check it out. The city’s break dancing 
season of events was kicked off on 
Friday, October 17, with Circadelic 
Ill: Physical Stamina 4-on-4 break 
dancing battle. This event set the 
standard of entertainment and 
excitement that all upcoming battles 
will have to live up to. 

Anybody interested in learning 
more about break dancing can 
contact Louizandre Dauphin: 


liscis@ 


THRESH Promotes 
Discernment of 
Pop Culture 


Movies, music 
closely examined by 
student group 


BY CHRISTA HESSELINK 


During a short stroll from the 
academic building to the dorms, you 
can’t help but be bombarded with an 
eclectic smorgasbord of sounds. I’m 
not talking about the kids in day care 
or the city bus, but the music that 
comes wafting from student stereos. 
On any given day (sunny, warm 
ones are the best), Creed, Bach, 
Dave Matthews, Capstone, Nirvana, 
Life House, Beethoven, POD, and 
a mish-mosh of other tunes from 
the radio can be heard. It’s great, 
isn’t it? Or not? What should we be 
listening too? For that matter, what 
type of music should Christians 
be listening too? Are there artists 
and types of music that we should 
avoid? Is the CCM (Contemporary 
Christian Music) scene the place 
where we should be spending our 
money? How we interact with and 
navigate through popular culture 
is an important issue that requires 
our attention at every moment. 
Discerning the elements of popular 
culture, and looking for God in 
it, can be an exciting and tricky 
adventure. 

Every other week eight students, 
known as the THRESH group, 
gather around a stereo and listen 
to a few tunes in effort to sharpen 
their discernment skills and discuss 
the nuances of navigating popular 
culture as Christians. The group 
has been meeting for two years 
under the direction of the Student 
Life Department, and has hosted 
a number of events, including 
“Listen With Your Mind” music 
listening nights, and “Uncovered” 
— a showcase of student singer/ 
songwriters. How did they get their 
name, you ask? Webster's dictionary 
describes “thresh” as “to separate the 
grain from the chaff by use of flail or 
machine.” While this group didn’t 
want to be called “The Threshers” 
(that sounds a little too much like 
the WWF!), the name captivates 
what this group is all about. They act 
as separators by discerning which 
parts of a song, movie, or fashion 
magazine are good, and which parts 
need redeeming - the parts that 
point us to the Kingdom of God, and 


the parts that point to the Kingdom 
of Death. The landscape of popular 
culture is not black and white; 
instead, it is an intricate mingling 
of the two to create a grey canvas. 
As Christians, we must do the work 
required of us to understand and 
unravel the elements as these two 
Kingdoms collide. 

There is so much more that could 
be said about cultural discernment. 
The Thresh group is committed 
to help bring some of these things 
before you. The first “Listen With 
Your Mind” evening is scheduled 
for Thursday, November 20. In the 
meantime, check out the live music 
in the Rec. Centre over the next 
few weeks. Scott Orr will perform 
tomorrow night, October 30, and 
Hamilton’s own Martha’s Trouble 
will be on campus on November 8. 
A live concert experience is a great 
way to practice your discernment 
skills! Finally, we’ve got something 
to look forward to for our January 
lecture series. Bill Romanowski, 
author of Eyes Wide Open, will be on 
campus to guide our discernment. In 
his book, he writes, 

“To argue that popular art 
reflects society is to oversimplify 
what is really a complex process. 
Popular artworks are a reflection 
of society insofar as they address 
contemporary issues and treat them 
in ways consistent with current 
perspectives, but the popular arts 
are never merely a reflection. In the 
course of representing or portraying 
our lives and culture, the popular 
arts popularize and glamorize the 
ideals, values, attitudes, and beliefs 
that exist within our culture. In this 
way, the popular arts contribute to 
the power of culture to shape lives. 
The popular arts reflect a culture 
they help to create.” 

What do you think? The key is 
to start thinking about these things! 
Talk over coffee with your friends 
about a song you like or a movie 
that disturbed you. Don’t passively 
soak up the culture you're engaged 
in. Nothing is completely sacred or 
profane, safe or dangerous! 

Here are some other great sources 
to check out: 


www.dare-connexions.org 
www. hollywoodjesus 
www.relevantmagazine.com 
saste sic.co 
www.ccojubilee.org 
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Opera Stars Impress, Educate In 
Redeemer’s Studio Theatre 


Musical afternoon 
highlighted 
by anecdotes, 
demonstrations and 
performances 


BY KIM HOUSEMAN 


Students were given an inside 
look into the world of theatre at 
Redeemer’s “Opera Day.” Shannon 
Mercer and Sean Watson, both 
opera performers, came to the 
studio to educate theatre students 
and opera fans. Shannon and 
Sean are currently involved in the 
famous opera The Barber of Seville, 
in which Rosina (Shannon Mercer) 
and the Count are in love, but 
Dr. Bartolo (Sean Watson) has his 
designs on his young ward. It is up 
to the clever and cunning Figaro 
to thwart the old doctor, unite the 
lovers, and save the day. 

After settling in with 
complimentary juice and cookies, 
students were introduced to the 
performers. They began by sharing 
their past experiences and how 
they became involved in the opera. 
Between stories of family talent 
nights and bad auditions, they 
answered questions about life in 
the theatre. Amazingly, not only are 
they responsible for memorizing, 
singing and acting their lines (in a 
different language), they are also 
responsible for understanding 
what each word means. 

The presentation changed course 
as Shannon and Sean showed the 
audience several voice warm-ups. 
A favorite of Shannon's was what 
she called the “pretty” warm- 
up, but the name proved to be 
deceptive. While practicing scales, 
Shannon managed to twist and 
pull her face in every direction and 


Like being part of a team? 


Then you may be just the player we're looking for. 


By joining a short-cycle church-planting team, you 
will bond with teammates in support and fellowship 
as you work and train together to share Christ's love 

among the unreached. Check out GMU's new team 


Opera singers Shannon Mercer and Sean Watson give students an inside 
look at the world of theatre and opera. 


shape imaginable. It was not pretty. 
Sean was less daring but no less 
impressive as he showed how to 
switch from very high to very low 
notes. Finally, the performances 
began. The singers quickly 
explained that operatic songs 
are usually “happy” or “sad.” 
Shannon’s performance of a “sad” 
song was flawless and astonishing 
as she hit every note in the broad 
range of the song. Sean took a more 
lighthearted song and sang it with 
a surprising amount of volume-- 
I’m sure it was heard throughout 
the school. 

The afternoon ended with a quick 
demonstration of how makeup and 
wigs are applied. Natasha Dean 
volunteered to be transformed. The 
makeup artist began by pinning 
up her hair, and then proceeded to 
apply the makeup. It wasn’t long 
before several students noticed that 
one side of the face was darker and 


approach to missions today! 
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Join the team - there’s nothing like it 


had more makeup than the other 
side. The artist explained that the 
side with less makeup was for the 
theatre while the other side was 
used for television. 


It’s Complicated 
in Mexico 


iY 


Confusing plot and 
surplus characters 
hurt sequel 


BY TIM DYKSTRA 


Once Upon a Time in Mexico, 
released on September 12, is the 
much-anticipated 
Wie guel to Desperado, 
which was released 
in 1995. Both movies 
revolve around one 
| man—the legend, El 
i | Mariachi, the guitar- 
playing gunfighter. 
i Both stories have 
El Mariachi seeking 
revenge for the 
"murder of a loved 
one by a warlord/ 
druglord 
; However, 
5) time 


this 
around, 
revenge is taken 
amidst a sea of 
W) supporting cast, all 
killing one another 


for revenge or 
just out of pure 
| immorality. This 


is the movie’s main 
downfall: too many 
4} characters, double- 
crosses, and double 
agents create an 
unnecessarily 
¥ confusing plot. 
Surprisingly, 
with the large cast 
including well- 
known actors like 
Mickey Rourke, 
Willem Dafoe, 
Johnny Depp and 
relative new-comers 
Enrique Iglesias and 
Eva Mendes, the 
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DANNY IRVINE 


Overall, Opera Day was a success. 
Most students left knowing a little 
more about the opera, and some 
even left with tickets to go see The 
Barber of Seville at Hamilton Place. 


acting was, for the most part, very 
well done. I would have liked to 
have. seen more from some of these 
actors, but with the convoluted 
storyline, this wasn’t a possibility. 
Putting Salma Hayek on the movie 
posters, I would argue, borders 
on false advertising, as she was in 
the movie maybe for a total of 10 
minutes. Even Antonio Banderas, El 
Mariachi himself, was under-used, 
considering that he was intended to 
be the focus of the movie. I might go 
so far as to say that Johnny Depp’s 
character is really the protagonist, 
though even he is under-used. He 
provided the main comedy for 
the movie, and his wardrobe was 
fantastic. 

A few of the scenes were 
needlessly gory, but the movie as a 
whole was less brutal than Desperado 
and, thankfully, lost the nudity. 
Perhaps the fact that director Paul 
Rodriguez’ last three films were the 
Spy Kids trilogy lightened the movie 
up a bit. However, Desperado’s 
simple plot made for a much more 
entertaining movie. Also, the action 
scenes in Once Upon a Time in Mexico 
were very contrived. 

The movie comes across as 
a simple action movie, but it is 
needlessly complicated, While 
you are just trying to sit back and 
enjoy the action, you find yourself 
struggling to make some sense 
out of the plot, with the hope of 
determining who is innocent, who is 
involved in betrayal, and who is out 
for revenge and why. 
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Nickelback’s 
Long Road 
Goes Farther 


Rising rock group 
grows more 
profound with new 
album 


BY AMY BINDER 


In their first radio single from The 
Long Road, Chad Kroeger and the rest 
of Nickelback ask, “How the hell’d 
we wind up like this?” The answer 
is simple: by delivering a much- 
needed boost to the rock and roll 
industry. With their driving chords 
and searching lyrics, Nickelback has 
touched a nerve in the music world. 
The success of their second album, 
Silver Side Up (which went eight 
times Platinum in Canada), has 
made Nickelback a household name, 
and with the release of The Long Road 
they live up to expectations. 

While The Long Road deals with 
some similar themes to Nickelback’s 
first two albums, this time they are 
not Kroeger’s personal issues as 
muchas they are the kind of questions 
mankind has been dealing with for 
all of history. Says Kroeger, “[this 
album is] about experiences that 
everyone can relate to and hopefully 
learn something from.” (For more of 
what Chad Kroeger says, check out 
the bio at www.nickelback.com ) Life, 
love, abandonment, and the quest 
for meaning are just some of the 
things tackled on this new album, all 
in true Nickelback fashion: Kroeger 
screams out nearly every track and 
the guitars wail at every turn. 

In spite of their rock star personas, 
the members of Nickelback have 
gone deep with some tracks on 
this album. “Believe It Or Not” is 
a prayer for deliverance from the 
confusion and meaningless of our 
time. “Should’ve Listened” shows 
regret for not being attentive to the 
needs and requests of a loved one. 
“Throw Yourself Away” is an angry 
call for a teen mother who abandons 
her “baby born on a bathroom floor 
[at the prom]” to reexamine her own 
values. Her assumption that no one 
will ever know is slammed down, as 
Kroeger sings, “You notice how God 
ain't helping you... you never asked 
Him.” 

In between these moral messages, 
however, are some songs that are 
ethically questionable. “See You At 
the Show” is essentially an ode to 
groupies, and “Figured You Out” 
initially shows approval of cocaine 
use. It begins with, “the powder 
on your nose; the people that you 
know,” but ends with a modicum 
of redemption as the singer admits 
love only for the person, and strong 
negative feelings toward the user’s 
friends and habits. “Feeling Way Too 
Damn Good” finds Kroeger thinking 
that his current relationship is going 
too well, and wondering when 
the other shoe is going to drop. 
There isn’t enough profanity or 
questionable content on The Long 
Road to earn it a Parental Warning 
sticker, but there is enough to make 
the sensitive listener cringe. This 
said, the reviewer believes that it 
has artistic merit and is enjoyable to 
listen to. 

Part of the growth process 
for Nickelback have been their 
individual roles in making The 
Long Road. Kroeger wrote all of 
the songs, and the group recorded 
and produced the entire album 
themselves in Kroeger’s Vancouver 
home studio. The time and effort 
that the four band members have 
put into this album is obvious. 
The result is a strong album, one 
that flows cohesively and delivers 
the powerful rock and roll punch 
that Nickelback is known for. 
Nickelback has come a long way 
in the seven years they have been 
together. With their radio-friendly 
singles (including the first single, 
“Someday,” and a collaboration with 
Kid Rock, “Saturday Night's Alright 
For Fighting”) getting a lot of airtime, 
and their amazing stage presence at 
live shows, it is likely that they will 
become one of the best-known rock 
groups of this generation. 
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BY THE GIRLS OF 26, WINNERS 
OF THE 2003 CHILI COOK-OFF! 


INGREDIENTS: 


3 lb ground hamburger 

1 % cups finely-chopped onions 
1 cup chopped mushrooms 
1 cup chopped peppers 

1 cup chopped tomatoes 

1 tsp hot red peppers 

2 cans red kidney beans 

2 cans brown beans 

2 cans tomato sauce 

2 pkgs chili powder 

2 tsp basil 

1 tsp oregano 

3 cloves garlic, pressed 
shredded cheese 

¥%2 cup brown sugar (secret 
ingredient!) 


INSTRUCTIONS: 


1. Brown (cook) hamburger and 
onions in skillet. 

2. In another saucepan, heat up 
beans till bubbles appear. 

3. Add peppers, 
tomatoes, garlic and tomato sauce 
to skillet. 

4. Simmer for about 5 minutes. 

5. Add beans to hamburger mixture 
and add spices and brown sugar. 

6. Simmer on low for a couple more 
minutes. 

7. Melt shredded cheese over chili 
(and garnish to your liking) 

8. Dig in! 


mushrooms, 


Serves 2 dozen hungry people. 


DIVERSIONS 


Chillin’ Chill 


enjoying their responsibilities. 


Chili cook-off judges Craig Vanderveen, Darren Sinke, and Sam Frisk 
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DAN POSTMA 


Intramurals of 2003-04: Past, Present, and Future 


Softball, tennis and 

floor hockey done; 

European handball 
to come 


BY MATT GAREY AND DAVE 
GEERTSMA 
had 


So far at we've 


an interesting and exciting set of 


Redeemer, 


intramural events to boast about. 
Some have been better than others, 
but overall it’s been fun, and that’s 
what intramurals are all about. 

The softball tournament attracted 
27 participants (21 guys, 6 girls). 
This is little below average, but we 
had to compete with the (dull and 
uneventful) Leadership Summit at 
HDCH We had fun anyway, as 
three teams hammered it out trying 
to attain the title of "Number One." 
Unfortunately humorously, 
Team One beat Team Two (twice), 
Team Two beat Team Three (twice), 
Three beat Team One 
(twice), leaving us with a three- 
for the title 
no one walked home disappointed 


and 


and Team 


way tie Despite this, 
— probably because they were all too 
tired and hot to complain or play 
anymore 
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ACROSS 


1. Intended 

6. Place for remains 

9. Cochlear canal 

14. Mr. Fudd 

15. Leached wood ashes 

16. Beaver trait 

17. Fat 

18. Braveheart’s “no” 

19. Cassandra’s dad 
Kevin Williamson drama 
Large Mediterranean fish 
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The Tennis tournament was a new 
addition to the intramural program 
this year, and 13 people signed up 
for it (9 guys, 4 girls). We had fun, 
despite the difficulties dealing with 
the schedule and the troublesome 
tennis court lights. 

There is a painting at the Art 
Gallery of Ontario which points to 
the Dutch as the true inventors of 
hockey, sometime in the 16" century. 
Maybe this relates to the Dutch 
population at but 18 
teams and a total of 167 participants 
(103 men and 64 women) proved to 
us that Floor Hockey still reigns as 
the most popular intramural event at 
Redeemer. While most goalies have 
learned that the post is probably 
their best friend, other players have 
learned that the post is their worst 
enemy. Matt Groot, for example, 
has hit approximately 12 posts so 
far and is still counting. Some teams 
(like the Security Squad) have learned 
how to lose, and some teams (also 
like the Security Squad) have learned 
how to win. The two most exciting 
games so far have been The Groots 
battling The Fighting Armadillos for 
a 0-0 tie (4 hit posts), and The Tulips 
vs. The Maple Leafs Forever who took 
turns scoring until The Tulips finally 
won, 8-7. We’re looking forward to 
the playoffs! 

We've had a number of inquiries 


Redeemer, 


23. Sock filler 

. Rainbow goddess 
Circumvent 

. Assists memory 

Arrogated 

5. Ryan Phillippe’s spouse 

Single 

. Through contraction 
In the middle 
Ancient Peruvian civilization 
Debutant (informal) 
Calf-length skirts 
At the pitches written 
Relating to mountain formation 
Renounce 

. Actor Bana 
Bad hair 

. Freestyle 


Collegiate Presswire Features Syndicate 


http://www.cpwire.com 


about our upcoming intramural 
event, European Handball, so here’s 
a few tips: it’s a fairly simple game 
in which you try to put a ball into 
the opposing team’s net. It probably 
best resembles lacrosse, but without 
the sticks and with a bigger ball. 
You’ve probably played it in high 
gym Classes. The most 
important rules are: 

1) You can only hold the ball for 
three seconds or three steps (your 
choice). 

2) You cannot cross into the 
opponent's goal area and you can’t 
cross into your own goal area. Only 
the goalies are allowed in the goal 
areas. 

3) You can touch the ball with 
anything except your feet. 

4) For a full court game there are 
six players plus a goalie for each 
team. [ 

5) You can’t pass the ball back to 
your goaltender. 

6) If an infractian occurs, there 
will be a free throw ota penalty shot 
awarded to the other team. 

Does it sound simple? It is! And 
you should consider signing up! If 
the pleasure of playing isn’t a good 
enough incentive, then consider this: 
we will be keeping stats of who is 
named the Most Valuable Player 
and Most Sportsmanlike Player 
after each game. At the end of the 
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51. Develops sores 

57. Surpass 

58. Locomotion appendage 

59. Home of Maine Black Bears 
60. Hindu essence 

61. Adam’s lady 

62. Canary-like finch 

63. Melts 

64. Coloured solution 

65. Favre’s measurements 


DOWN 


1. Cat call 
2. Napoleon’s isle of exile 
3. lowa city 
4. Bird home 
5. Location of #4 down 
6. Arm bones 
7. Baller Nolan 
8. Unatraetive quality 
9. September min. 
. Italian tenor 
Against 
Not fat 
. Navy rival 
Bagel accompaniment 
lake it easy 
| XC el 
’, Shows you your seat 
lurbine 
lo and —__ 
Military doctor 
». Made fun of 
». Short skirt 
Charged atom 
Between two crenels 
Biblical skin disease 
Bauble 
45. Sushi garnish 
’. Pat ___ Band 
8. Jacket 
Biblical book 
In Mass. 
Collect taxes 
Length x width 
54, Pressure unit 
. Oklahoma city 
. Not daughters 


SOLUTION ON PAGE 7 


regular season, we'll be awarding 
the team with the (combined) most 
MVP’s and MSP’s with tickets to 
see the Hamilton Bulldogs! That's 
right! You don’t necessarily have 
to be good to get prizes! Your 
team simply has to show up and 
demonstrate to us that a) you are 


BY DR. TIMOTHY EPP, 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF 
SOCIOLOGY 


Loretta Lynn, Nov. 11, John 
Labatt Centre, London; Nov. 12, 
Hamilton Place Theatre: The coal- 
miner’s daughter is coming to 
Ontario in November. One of the 
most important figures in country 
music, Loretta has been the winner 
of the prestigious Golden Plate 
Award by the American Academy 
of Achievement, usually reserved 
for scientists and scholars. If you’ ve 
seen the academy-award winning 
movie, you'll want to hear her 
songs of life and faith in concert. 

Steve Bell: Nov. 7, Avon 
Mennonite Church, Stratford; Nov. 
8, Calvary Baptist Church, Oshawa; 
Nov. 9, Listowel Evangelical 
Missionary Church: Billboard 
Magazine calls Steve “a Canadian 
musical treasure.” Steve Bell is the 
winner of two Juno awards and is 
one of the top Christian folk artists 


today. 
Sam Roberts: Nov. 21, 
Centennial Hall, London; Nov. 


22, Hamilton Convention Centre: 


Notable Quotables 
“If you really are what you eat, I’m 95% extra virgin 
olive oil.” - Dr. Koyzis 


“Isn’t there a marksmanship component to the 
Senate election process?” - Dan Postma 
“No, but there is a bedwetting competition.” - Rob 
Joustra 


“I’m not thinking properly -- I’m in a business ethics 
mode.” - Jason Huff 


“She’s a woman! She has no business being distinct!” 
- Rob Joustra 


“Don’t you hate it when you get programmer’s block 
and you don’t know what to name your variables?” 
- Kevin VandenBreemen 


“Just because my dad wears leopard capris doesn’t 
mean that I’m different.” - Kendra Wilson 


Greater Hamilton 
Concert Calendar 


As Christians, we are called to be in the world but not of it, 
discerning the spirits that inform every aspect of our lives. This column 
provides recommendations for life-affirming live music in the Hamilton 
area, in an invitation to each of us to engage responsibly in this process 
of cultural discernment. 


enjoying yourself, your teammates, 
and your opponents, b) you respect 
the rules and the officials’ decisions, 
and c) you can have fun whether you 
win or lose. 

Look for the sign-up poster on 
the bulletin board next to the gym 
doors. We hope you play! 


“Where have all the good people 
gone?” Come find out with Sam 
Roberts, supporter of the David 
Suzuki Foundation and a rock artist 
covered by Relevant magazine. Pete 
Elkas is the opening singer for both 
dates. 


Don’t forget these upcoming 


events, featured in previous 
columns: 
Chantal Kreviazuk: Oct. 20, 


University of Guelph; Ock ai, 
Sanderson Centre, Brantford; 
Oct. 23, Oakville Centre for the 
Performing Arts; Oct. 25, Heritage 
Theatre, Brampton; Oct. 28, Living 
Arts Centre, Mississauga; Oct. 
30, Brock Centre for the Arts, St. 
Catharines. 

Bruce Springsteen: Dec. 5, Air 
Canada Centre, Toronto. 

The Waifs: Nov. 15, Heritage 
Theatre, Brampton; Nov. 20, Brook 
Centre for the Arts, St. Catharines; 
Nov. 21, Cultural Centre, Chatham; 
Nov. 22, Riverrun Centre, Guelph. 

Martha’s Trouble: coming to 
RUC in November 

Bruce Cockburn: 30, 
Hamilton Place. 


Nov. 


